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TESTER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 131 

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted; 

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage; 

Whereas these fibers can cause mesothe-
lioma, asbestosis, and other health problems; 

Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take 
10 to 50 years to present themselves; 

Whereas the expected survival time for 
those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months; 

Whereas generally little is known about 
late stage treatment and there is no cure for 
asbestos-related diseases; 

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognosis; 

Whereas the United States has substan-
tially reduced its consumption of asbestos 
yet continues to consume almost 7,000 met-
ric tons of the fibrous mineral for use in cer-
tain products throughout the Nation; 

Whereas asbestos-related diseases have 
killed thousands of people in the United 
States; 

Whereas asbestos exposures continue and 
safety and prevention will reduce and has re-
duced significantly asbestos exposure and as-
bestos-related diseases; 

Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occu-
pational cancer; 

Whereas thousands of workers in the 
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure; 

Whereas thousands of people in the United 
States die from asbestos-related diseases 
every year; 

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed 
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards; 

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975; 

Whereas people in the small community of 
Libby, Montana have asbestos-related dis-
eases at a significantly higher rate than the 
national average and suffer from mesothe-
lioma at a significantly higher rate than the 
national average; and 

Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National 
Asbestos Awareness Week’’ would raise pub-
lic awareness about the prevalence of asbes-
tos-related diseases and the dangers of asbes-
tos exposure: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the first week of April 2007 

as ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Week’’; 
(2) urges the Surgeon General, as a public 

health issue, to warn and educate people 
that asbestos exposure may be hazardous to 
their health; and 

(3) respectfully requests the Secretary of 
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Surgeon General. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 132—RECOG-
NIZING THE CIVIL AIR PATROL 
FOR 65 YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. SANDERS, 
Ms. SNOWE, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. WARNER, 
and Mr. INHOFE) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 132 

Whereas the Civil Air Patrol was estab-
lished on December 1, 1941, in the Office of 
Civilian Defense; 

Whereas during World War II the volunteer 
units of the Civil Air Patrol conducted 
search and rescue missions, provided air 
transportation for military personnel and 
cargo, towed targets for the training of 
Army Air Corps gunners, and patrolled the 
coasts of the United States searching for 
enemy submarines; 

Whereas by the end of World War II the 
Civil Air Patrol had flown more than 500,000 
hours, sunk 2 German U-boats, and saved 
hundreds of crash victims; 

Whereas on July 1, 1946, the Civil Air Pa-
trol was chartered by the United States as a 
nonprofit, benevolent corporation; 

Whereas on May 26, 1948, the Civil Air Pa-
trol was permanently established as a volun-
teer auxiliary of the United States Air 
Force; 

Whereas since 1942 the cadet programs of 
the Civil Air Patrol have trained more than 
750,000 youth, providing them with leader-
ship and life skills; 

Whereas since 1942 the Civil Air Patrol has 
flown more than 1,000,000 hours of search and 
rescue missions, saving several thousand 
lives; and 

Whereas since 1951 the aerospace education 
programs of the Civil Air Patrol have pro-
vided training and educational materials to 
more than 300,000 teachers, who have edu-
cated more than 8,000,000 students about 
aerospace: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes the 
Civil Air Patrol for 65 years of service to the 
United States. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, last 
December, the Civil Air Patrol com-
pleted its 65th year of distinguished 
service to our Nation. I’ve come to the 
floor today to pay tribute to the brave 
men and women who helped this impor-
tant organization reach this milestone. 

In the late 1930s, Gill Robb Wilson, 
General Henry ‘‘Hap’’ Arnold, and 
other American aviation leaders recog-
nized the need for a civilian group 
which could complement air operations 
undertaken by our military. Their vi-
sion led to the establishment of the 
Civil Air Patrol on December 1, 1941. 

Less than a week later, Pearl Harbor 
was attacked and the United States 
was drawn into World War II. The 
newly formed Civil Air Patrol played a 
vital role in keeping America safe dur-
ing this dark period in our history. 
CAP members kept watch for enemy 
submarines, assisted the Army Air 
Corps with training exercises, and 
helped transport military personnel 
and cargo. They rescued hundreds of 
crash survivors and helped force the 
Nazis to withdraw U-boat operations 
from our East Coast. In total, thou-
sands of CAP volunteers flew more 
than 500,000 hours and 24 million miles 
during the war. 

The tremendous accomplishments 
and potential of this organization did 
not go unnoticed. After World War II, 
President Truman signed a law desig-
nating the Civil Air Patrol as a non-
profit, benevolent corporation and an 
‘‘instrumentality of the United 
States.’’ Two years later, Congress 
passed legislation establishing CAP as 
a volunteer auxiliary of the United 
States Air Force. 

Today, the three principal missions 
of the Civil Air Patrol are to admin-
ister cadet training programs, provide 
aerospace education, and perform oper-

ations related to homeland security 
and emergency services. This organiza-
tion has exceeded all expectations in 
each of these areas. 

Approximately 750,000 American chil-
dren have learned important life and 
leadership lessons from CAP’s cadet 
programs. More than 300,000 teachers— 
and some eight million students—have 
received training and instructional ma-
terials through CAP’s aerospace edu-
cation program. CAP volunteers have 
now flown more than one million hours 
of search and rescue operations, and 
thousands of lives have been saved as a 
result. As an Alaskan, I am particu-
larly appreciative of these efforts— 
since 2004, the Civil Air Patrol has 
saved at least 57 lives in our State. 
And, I served as a Legal Officer for the 
Civil Air Patrol in Fairbanks, AK, in 
the 1950s. 

Today, the Civil Air Patrol is a na-
tionwide organization of nearly 57,000 
volunteers. CAP wings can be found in 
all 50 States, the District of Columbia, 
and Puerto Rico. The organization’s 
members—all volunteers—fly approxi-
mately 120,000 hours each year as they 
assist with border patrol, terrorism 
preparedness, the War on Drugs, and 
natural disaster responses. 

The Civil Air Patrol also submits an 
annual report to Congress. In 2005, this 
report was titled ‘‘Everyday Heroes . . 
. The Faces of the Civil Air Patrol.’’ In 
part, the word ‘‘hero’’ is defined as ‘‘a 
person noted for feats of courage or no-
bility of purpose, especially one who 
has risked or sacrificed his or her life.’’ 

Mr. President, I can think of no title 
more fitting for the members of the 
Civil Air Patrol. The men and women 
of this organization have volunteered 
their time and resources in the service 
of others for the past 65 years. Each is 
truly an ‘‘everyday hero’’ and worthy 
of our Nation’s deepest gratitude. 

In honor of the Civil Air Patrol’s 65th 
anniversary, Senators INOUYE, DOMEN-
ICI, CRAPO, MURKOWSKI, WYDEN, SAND-
ERS, SNOWE, COLLINS, WARNER, INHOFE, 
and I have introduced S. Res. XX. I en-
courage each Member of the Senate to 
support this resolution. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 133—CELE-
BRATING THE LIFE OF BISHOP 
GILBERT EARL PATTERSON 

Mr. OBAMA (for himself, Mr. LEVIN, 
Mr. KERRY, Mr. ALEXANDER, and Mr. 
CORKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 133 

Whereas Bishop Gilbert Earl Patterson was 
born in 1939 to Bishop W.A. and Mrs. Mary 
Patterson, Sr., in Humboldt, Tennessee; 

Whereas Bishop Patterson was reared in 
Memphis, Tennessee, and Detroit, Michigan, 
and ordained as an elder in the Church of 
God in Christ in 1958 by Bishop J.S. Bailey; 

Whereas Bishop Patterson grew in wisdom 
at the Detroit Bible Institute and LeMoyne 
Owen College in Memphis, Tennessee; 
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